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List of relevant projects you are working on 

Signtific, a project forecasting the future of science. 

 

Links to data or software you serve (if applicable) 

http://www.signtific.org 

 

Link to your home page. 
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General Questions  

 

1) What is (are) your main interest(s) in attending the workshop? 

 

My interests are twofold. First, I have a long interest in the historical relationship between scientific 

visualization on one hand, and observation and thinking on the other. Second, in my capacity as a futurist 

of science, I'm interested in seeing whether science maps can be used to help forecast the future of 

science—at the very least, to help identify new research areas that could be important in the future. 

 

 

2) What would you like to learn / achieve at the workshop? 

 

My main objective is to get a better sense of how the maps can be used for forecasting and policy. I also 

want to begin to understand how these maps can influence the way scientists think about their work, and 

under what circumstances they could be used to improve the strategic and tactical decisions that scientists 

make about what research agendas to pursue, how to position their work in broader 

 

 

3) If you are a philosopher of an historian of science: In what ways might people that study and map 

science benefit from your work? 

 

The history of science offers a deep repository of case studies and stories that could be used to map very 

long-term trends in the sciences. I think it also offers some useful caution about the limits of the utility of 

too formalistic or quantitative a perspective on the emergence of sciences, and tools that can help flesh out 

the picture that maps provide—in a sense, taking the valuable but two-dimensional picture of science that 

maps offer, and making it three- (or multi-) dimensional. 

 

If you are a scientometrician/science map maker: In what ways might philosophers or historians of 

science benefit from your work? 

 

 


